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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Who we are / what we want to do.

(The problem with blogs is that they are mostly about the experience of a single person and relegate the comments of others to other blogs or the comments section at the bottom of the page.)

(The problem with wikis is that they are mostly interested in getting it right, having good flow and allow people to overwrite what others have written.)


Distributed Biography

Don’t Give Me a Summary, Tell Me a Story
An In-Progress Biography (Distributed Biography 1.0)
A Vision for Distributed Biography 2.0

Whose Biography Will You Start?


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our four main ideas or presentation sections. 
Our dissatisfaction in getting summaries when what we wanted was the stories/accounts of interactions that would let us come up with our own summaries/generalizations.
A tour of a biographical project already underway (screenshots from the working alpha/1.0 version).
What we see for the Beta Version of the Software.
Our goal for the presentation: to get you thinking about whose biography you want to start.


Distributed Biography Tell Me a Story | 1.0 | 2.0 | Get Involved

Don’t Give Me a Summary, Tell Me a Story

Steven's Story. ..


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Steven shares his story about how he saw Distributed Biography as a way to continue learning about someone taken from him when he was quite young. Distributed Biography as a way to get his older siblings and relatives to tell their stories about this person. 


Distributed Biography Tell Me a Story | 1.0 | 2.0 | Get Involved

Don’t Give Me a Summary, Tell Me a Story

Other Areas that Suffer from Summarization. ..
* Immagrant Experience

* Terminal, Catastrophic or Chronic Illness

* Pets of Years Past

*An Old House or Neighborhood Hangout
* The Graduate School Experience

*The Social Innovation Experience


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some other ways Distributed Biography might help groups of people share and learn via stories centered on any number of experiences, places, pets or emotions. 


Distributed Biography

Don’t Give Me a Summary, Tell Me a Story
—— An In-Progress Biography (Distributed Biography 1.0)
A Vision for Distributed Biography 2.0
Whose Biography Will You Start?


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our four main ideas or presentation sections. 
Our dissatisfaction in getting summaries when what we wanted was the stories/accounts of interactions that would let us come up with our own summaries/generalizations.
A tour of a biographical project already underway (screenshots from the working alpha/1.0 version).
What we see for the Beta Version of the Software.
Our goal for the presentation: to get you thinking about whose biography you want to start.



Distributed Biography Story | 1.0 | 2.0 | Get Involved

An In-Progress Biography (Distributed Biography 1.0)

Project Selection & Creation

Linda (greenstein 19291 1/16  View Contribute Manaze
Helen Olmanson 12050917 View Eecquest Membership

If vou do not see the biographical subject about which vou want to write, use this form to add hin or her,

Your Password:

Biographical Subject’s First Name:

Biographical Subject’s Last Name:

Subject’s Diate of Birth (YYYY-MM-DI)):

Subject’s Gender (select one):
Female w

| Add Subject |



Presenter
Presentation Notes
After logging in a biographer has the opportunity to start a new biography, invite others to participate as well as work on existing biographies. 


Distributed Biography Story | 1.0 | 2.0 | Get Involved

An In-Progress Biography (Distributed Biography 1.0)

Project Selection & Creation

/Clz'c/f here
Linda (greenstein 19291 1/16  View Contribute Manaze
Helen Olmanson 12050917 View Eecquest Membership

If vou do not see the biographical subject about which vou want to write, use this form to add hin or her,

Your Password:

Biographical Subject’s First Name:

Biographical Subject’s Last Name:

Subject’s Diate of Birth (YYYY-MM-DI)):

Subject’s Gender (select one):
Female w

| Add Subject |



Presenter
Presentation Notes
After logging in a biographer has the opportunity to start a new biography, invite others to participate as well as work on existing biographies. 


Distributed Biography Story | 1.0 | 2.0 | Get Involved

An In-Progress Biography (Distributed Biography 1.0)

Story Selection & Creation

WView, Edit or Add a Story

Ticky-Tacky [edit] | written by Steven Greenstein
"The Eid" : written by Jeff Greenstein

seven dollars © written by Aw Neurohr

Finding #1289 [edit] : written by Steven Greenstein

Fiat stones [edit] : written by Steven Greenstein

S0-foot phone cord [edit]  whtten by Steven Greenstemn
‘Write onl [edit] : written by Steven Greenstein

Iett and other projectiles [edit] : written by Steven Greenstein
Iotms thumb [edit] : wntten by Steven Greenstein

Waluing thinkring [edit] : whitten by Steven Greenstein
shoppang trp [edit] © witten by Steven Greenstein

Prizes and rewards [edit] : wntten by Steven Greenstein
Iakung Tp wath Donahue [edit] : written by Steven Greenstein
Phones, roofs, and darts [edit] : written by Steven Greenstein
Eating anything [edit] : written by Steven Greenstein

Pigeon : wnitten by Jeff Greenstemn

Tacket : written by Jeff Greenstein

P-1-05 [edit] : written by Steven Greenstem

* & & &+ & & * » * = * & ¥ * B * » »

start a new story:

titleHere



Presenter
Presentation Notes
From this page a biographer can start a new story, view all stories or edit stories they have written. Since Steven is signed in, all his stories are displayed as editable. 


Distributed Biography Story | 1.0 | 2.0 | Get Involved

An In-Progress Biography (Distributed Biography 1.0)

Story Selection & Creation

WView, Edit or Add a Story

Ticky-Tacky [edit] | written by Steven Greenstein
"The Eid" : written by Jeff Greenstein

seven dollars © written by Aw Neurohr

Finding #1289 [edit] : written by Steven Greenstein

Fiat stones [edit] : written by Steven Greenstein

* &+ & * + »

S0-foot phone cord [edit]  whtten by Steven Greenstemn
‘Write onl [edit] : written by Steven Greenstein
+ et and other projectiles [edit] : wntten by Steven Greenstein
+ Iioms thumb [edit] : written by Steven Greenstein
+ Valung thinking [edit] | written by Steven Greensten
. + Shopping thp [edit]  whitten by Steven Greenstein
Clle ]187”8\ + DPrizes and rewards [edit] : written by Steven Greenstemn
\'\Mdnz T with Donahue [edit] : written by Steven Greenstein
* Phom atd datts [edit] : written by Steven Greenstein
+ BEatino ami"flmgfe:ht] s wiitten by Steven Greenstein
+ Digeon  written by Jeff Greenstein
+ Jacket : wntten by Jeff Greenstein
¢ P15 [edit] : written by Steven Greenstem

*

start a new story:

titleHere



Presenter
Presentation Notes
From this page a biographer can start a new story, view all stories or edit stories they have written. Since Steven is signed in, all his stories are displayed as editable. 


Distributed Biography Story | 1.0 | 2.0 | Get Involved

An In-Progress Biography (Distributed Biography 1.0)

Story Writing & Editing

Title: Location: Date:

Eating anything Wherewer eating happe Wh-mm-cld

Marmal b
B|7|U|&|=|=||2A|DEE|Z||=|=|E|E|Q|R|B|o|EH| | cx

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- A
1
1

+ T was always willing to try new foods, and I would eat anything that }Mom would eat. It was
something we shared. I really iked cottage cheese on melba toast. [ wanted to like tomatoes, 'cuz

v Iom did, but T just couldn't. One time I opened the refnigerator and found a contamer of cherry

! tomatoes. I figured that cherry tomatoes would be sweeter than other tomatoes, because they were
smaller. So I picked one up, put it i my mouth, and took a bate. It completely disgusted me and I

+ can still recall the sensation much better than I wish I could. T gagged like Jill did when she cleaned
up il off the katchen floor.

sawve Changes



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Editing or Creating a story is as easy as typing in this MS Word-like online editor. You can add the title, location, date as well as other types of data, or you can direct your efforts to writing and leave these extra fields blank. Stories are published simply by clicking the ‘Save Changes’ button. 


Distributed Biography Story | 1.0 | 2.0 | Get Involved

An In-Progress Biography (Distributed Biography 1.0)

Biography Viewing: Text Cloud

—thne,rmfﬁﬂart 2L||:ia Jeff-__h herf frﬂebel living room
Steven, KEIth Jeff sUB i!‘_‘_- 2.1-G  Eating anvthing

mid-70s : --u nwe were kids
Pigeon Eﬁt '1:h_ _ Ualumg thinking

&, are 1974
.~ réofsgand jar circa 19?? scragbnnksl

stre Kltchen ‘ctirca 1976
. erstuffed chair
FﬁF@E—@h “1970- snmﬁhlgg Atlanta, GA @ Garage,
N Fﬂuer orth’Ct. - the living roem: -%Iu:kf v writing
Atlang “9ill - Linda Jeff gggﬂmth, other siblings?
wlinda Jeff 50-foot phone cord Wi_wgreuerz_eatlng happens
‘some gark Atlanta  Jacket Bgﬂhms scven dollars
;Hnme irca 1974 - circa 1978+ Steven™  shopping
¢ Roor, RiGer North &t SFinding 210 197?
Mak na Up with Dnnau& £Jill 1980 ' Shopping trip
Wheﬁ J|II was a kid "Moms. thumb - wagon -Jill, Jeff,
OV Dad . Keith, Jeff -Atlanta, GA
fe station wsgon Write on!  Prizes and
v, es  “ThekKid' Jacket Austin, TX
. 1e T Bigeon Station Wadgon
=



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Viewing and navigating existing stories is done through this rather ominous cloud of tags. Each story is listed based on the meta data entered about it (title, location, date, ect.). Tags are ordered randomly so as to level the playing field for every account (giving no story precedence over any other story). For those that find the text-based tag cloud less than optimal there is also an image cloud (next slide). 


Distributed Biography Story | 1.0 | 2.0 | Get Involved

An In-Progress Biography (Distributed Biography 1.0)

Biography Viewing: Image Cloud



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The image cloud pulls images from an open source database of over 230 million images based on their text keywords. This makes language-free navigation of content possible. Images are ordered randomly thereby giving no story a more central or privileged place in the image cloud. Clicking on any of these images leads to the story viewer. 


Distributed Biography Story | 1.0 | 2.0 | Get Involved

An In-Progress Biography (Distributed Biography 1.0)
Biography Viewing: Image Cloud

Click here



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The image cloud pulls images from an open source database of over 230 million images based on their text keywords. This makes language-free navigation of content possible. Clicking on any of these images leads to the story viewer. 


Distributed Biography Story | 1.0 | 2.0 | Get Involved

An In-Progress Biography (Distributed Biography 1.0)

Story Viewing & Navigation: 1

We were tn that gigantic Caprice Estate wagon, driving back down the hull where Dalrymple turns mto
Everside Drive, when we hit a pigeon -- a sickening thud. When we pulled into the garage, the dead thing
was pitned i the grille. Mom was too grossed-out to extract if, so she mplored me to do so. I can see the
mental nage of that dead pigeon i the gnille ke 1t was yesterday.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The featured story shown in black text, nested within several other stories can vary in size from a paragraph to several pages. Navigation to other stories simply requires clicking the linked ellipses which follow each of the gray-text story previews.


Distributed Biography Story | 1.0 | 2.0 | Get Involved

An In-Progress Biography (Distributed Biography 1.0)

Story Viewing & Navigation: 1

Click here

We were tn that gigantic Caprice Estate wagon, driving back down the hull where Dalrymple turns mto
Everside Drive, when we hit a pigeon -- a sickening thud. When we pulled into the garage, the dead thing
was pitned i the grille. Mom was too grossed-out to extract if, so she mplored me to do so. I can see the
mental nage of that dead pigeon i the gnille ke 1t was yesterday.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The featured story shown in black text, nested within several other stories can vary in size from a paragraph to several pages. Navigation to other stories simply requires clicking the linked ellipses which follow each of the gray-text story previews.


Distributed Biography Story | 1.0 | 2.0 | Get Involved

An In-Progress Biography (Distributed Biography 1.0)

Story Viewing & Navigation: 2

Mom spent alot of ime on the phone. It never felt ke too much, though, She used the katchen phone most
often. That's probably why a 50-foot phone cord was chosen for it

I remember that she was sithing on the fhght of stairs that went up to the top floor when Dad fell off the roof

I came i to tell her, and I remember her teling the person on the other end of the ine, "T gotta go. Lenny fell
off the roof " Or semething likke that,


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Clicking the ellipse brings this story into the center position while placing a new group of related stories around it. 


Distributed Biography Story | 1.0 | 2.0 | Get Involved

Reclaiming Relationships through Collaboration
Artistic Metaphor

a single story\

several stories

It’s l1ke a
Chuck Close Painting

a collaborative bz’ogrphy


Presenter
Presentation Notes
One way to think about Distributed Biography is via an artistic metaphor. Chuck Close is a painter who creates evocative images out of lots and lots of color squares. Individually these squares have a limited amount of meaning. Taken together however they add up to so much more. Likewise, the stories in a single biographical project can create an evocative/shifting image of an individual, experience, place or object. Each contributes a small fragment, a pixel of identity or understanding. 


Distributed Biography

Don’t Give Me a Summary, Tell Me a Story
An In-Progress Biography (Distributed Biography 1.0)
— A Vision for Distributed Biography 2.0
Whose Biography Will You Start?


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our four main ideas or presentation sections. 
Our dissatisfaction in getting summaries when what we wanted was the stories/accounts of interactions that would let us come up with our own summaries/generalizations.
A tour of a biographical project already underway (screenshots from the working alpha/1.0 version).
What we see for the Beta Version of the Software. (We like what we have so far but we are not satisfied)
Our goal for the presentation: to get you thinking about whose biography you want to start.


Distributed Biography Story | 1.0 | 2.0 | Get Involved

A Vision for Distributed Biography 2.0

The Stories Images Let Us Tell



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Currently biographical projects are text based. We see a great advantage in adding the option of different forms of media. Images like this one of Steven’s childhood car (which looked similar to this one) not only represent an object visually but can spark memories about their history and that of those around them. When this car was purchased, sold, driven to Chicago on a dare, used to transport neighborhood kids to swimming lessons –all are stories which might emerge from this photo’s inclusion in the biography as both an artifact as well as a tool for remembering and connecting with other things, people and events. 


Distributed Biography Story | 1.0 | 2.0 | Get Involved

A Vision for Distributed Biography 2.0
The Other Side of the Image

Christine had nothing
ow our grocery getter,
Bvery time a charity
would offer $300 for
your olol vehicle we
would plead and beg to
give ours to the worthy
causel!!!



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pictures are great but sometimes it’s the words on the back that tell more of the story / expand what it possible, in version 2.0 Distributed Biography will integrate images and text into the existing feature set. 


Distributed Biography Story | 1.0 | 2.0 | Get Involved

A Vision for Distributed Biography 2.0

Tagging & Partial Referencing

L | ADD  H& SENDTO  —| ADD EL3E {F} ALL = ORDER r Ay
HOTE 1 GROUF 4 ) TOSET & THIS %, zizs '8 prints ROTATE o § DELETE

Soph in the garden

. |

I arn not a carpenter, but I play one
on Flickr,


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Technologies like Flickr’s image tagging system allows us to think about ways images themselves might be used to navigate through biographies or parts of biographies –with each associated story getting a callout within the image / at the relevant part of it. 


Distributed Biography Story | 1.0 | 2.0 | Get Involved

A Vision for Distributed Biography 2.0

Phoning It In...

.E"EE-%F"*’*'W g, 4.

! o [ }
= P e
- WS L= DAl 3e0/e0 tou un |



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Those who prefer the telephone to the computer will be able to phone in their stories, adding to the different ways of knowing, contributing and sharing experience. 

http://olmansju.edublogs.org/�

Distributed Biography Story | 1.0 | 2.0 | Get Involved

A Vision for Distributed Biography 2.0
Video Too

9 i


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Far from the final evolution of narrative, video is but one more tool or medium for telling stories / displaying stories about a biographical target. 


Distributed Biography Story | 1.0 | 2.0 | Get Involved

A Vision for Distributed Biography 2.0
Weaving it all together
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1 am not a carpenter, but I play one
on Flickr.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Text, audio, video, image and their interconnection make a biographical project in the Beta or 2.0 version something that, at its core tells partial stories in many ways, not to get to the core or quintessential of a person’s life or type of experience but rather to let the reader, the viewer, the listener to come to their own conclusions about who someone was, what some sort of experience is like, what a particular place means or how great that station wagon really was. 

http://olmansju.edublogs.org/�
http://flickr.com/photos/marybogdan/35935712/�

| Get Involved

Story | 1.0 | 2.0

Distributed Biography
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
As the number of stories grow so does the number of connections between and among biographical projects, as does the number of ways we might display those projects –both textually and via –in this example- fractal images. 


Distributed Biography Story | 1.0 | 2.0 | Get Involved

A Vision for Distributed Biography 2.0

Getting There
Version 1.0 Version 2.0
(completed)

Design / 35 50
Redesign

Programming 260 1760
Testing 60 190
Implementation 25 100

*Denotes number of hours of collaborative planning, work or coding required/estimated


Presenter
Presentation Notes
To give you an idea of the time we have spent to date creating the Alpha (version 1.0) and what we estimate will be the necessary number of  hours required to complete a beta (version 2.0) we include this table. The resources used on the alpha were all in-kind/donated from within the Digital Spaces Working Group membership. While this may be the way we create the beta version as well, such a method would appear to be temporally infeasible. By taking the last 6 months to locate funding for the development of the beta version we have been able to work on conveying our project and message more clearly to a wider range of people. In addition to the RGK foundation, we have identified the Annenberg Foundation as well as the National Endowment for the Humanities’ Digital Initiatives arm as possible resource options. 


Distributed Biography

Don’t Give Me a Summary, Tell Me a Story
An In-Progress Biography (Distributed Biography 1.0)
A Vision for Distributed Biography 2.0
— Whose Biography Will You Start?


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our four main ideas or presentation sections. 
Our dissatisfaction in getting summaries when what we wanted was the stories/accounts of interactions that would let us come up with our own summaries/generalizations.
A tour of a biographical project already underway (screenshots from the working alpha/1.0 version).
What we see for the Beta Version of the Software. 
Our goal for the presentation: to get you thinking about whose biography you want to start.

So how many people, places, objects or experiences have struck you as worthy of their own Distributed Biography project? 


Distributed Biography Story | 1.0 | 2.0 | Get Involved

Who’s Biography Will You Start?



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Are you thinking about a biography of you two pet baby hamsters? Your grandmother? An energetic nephew or grandson? Your old wood paneled station wagon? Or maybe something more abstract such as a first love or the feeling of being in love or some other emotion?


Distributed Biography Story | 1.0 | 2.0 | Get Involved

Who’s Biography Will You Start?

www.DistributedBiography.org

Justin Olmanson & Steven Greensteln

Digital Spaces Working Group: Rudy, Aaron, Laura, Curtis, Kevin,
Stephanie, Steven B., Alan, Gina, Jacob, Justin, Steven G., Anthony...

The University of Texas at Austin


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Whose biography will you start today?

http://distributedbiography.org/�
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