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When Blogs and Wikis Don’t Tell the Story:
Expanding Relationships through Collaboration 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Who we are / what we want to do.

(The problem with blogs is that they are mostly about the experience of a single person and relegate the comments of others to other blogs or the comments section at the bottom of the page.)

(The problem with wikis is that they are mostly interested in getting it right, having good flow and allow people to overwrite what others have written.)



Distributed Biography

Don’t Give Me a Summary, Tell Me a Story

An In-Progress Biography (Distributed Biography 1.0) 

A Vision for Distributed Biography 2.o

Whose Biography Will You Start?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our four main ideas or presentation sections. 
Our dissatisfaction in getting summaries when what we wanted was the stories/accounts of interactions that would let us come up with our own summaries/generalizations.
A tour of a biographical project already underway (screenshots from the working alpha/1.0 version).
What we see for the Beta Version of the Software.
Our goal for the presentation: to get you thinking about whose biography you want to start.
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Steven’s Story…

Don’t Give Me a Summary, Tell Me a Story

Tell Me a Story | 1.0 | 2.0  | Get Involved

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Steven shares his story about how he saw Distributed Biography as a way to continue learning about someone taken from him when he was quite young. Distributed Biography as a way to get his older siblings and relatives to tell their stories about this person. 
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Other Areas that Suffer from Summarization…
•Immigrant Experience  
•Terminal, Catastrophic or Chronic Illness 
•Pets of  Years Past
•An Old House or Neighborhood Hangout
•The Graduate School Experience
•The Social Innovation Experience
•

Don’t Give Me a Summary, Tell Me a Story

Tell Me a Story | 1.0 | 2.0  | Get Involved

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some other ways Distributed Biography might help groups of people share and learn via stories centered on any number of experiences, places, pets or emotions. 
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Don’t Give Me a Summary, Tell Me a Story

An In-Progress Biography (Distributed Biography 1.0) 

A Vision for Distributed Biography 2.o

Whose Biography Will You Start?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our four main ideas or presentation sections. 
Our dissatisfaction in getting summaries when what we wanted was the stories/accounts of interactions that would let us come up with our own summaries/generalizations.
A tour of a biographical project already underway (screenshots from the working alpha/1.0 version).
What we see for the Beta Version of the Software.
Our goal for the presentation: to get you thinking about whose biography you want to start.
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An In-Progress Biography (Distributed Biography 1.0) 

Story | 1.0 | 2.0  | Get Involved

Project Selection & Creation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After logging in a biographer has the opportunity to start a new biography, invite others to participate as well as work on existing biographies. 
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An In-Progress Biography (Distributed Biography 1.0) 

Story | 1.0 | 2.0  | Get Involved

Project Selection & Creation

Click here

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After logging in a biographer has the opportunity to start a new biography, invite others to participate as well as work on existing biographies. 
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An In-Progress Biography (Distributed Biography 1.0) 

Story | 1.0 | 2.0  | Get Involved

Story Selection & Creation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From this page a biographer can start a new story, view all stories or edit stories they have written. Since Steven is signed in, all his stories are displayed as editable. 
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An In-Progress Biography (Distributed Biography 1.0) 

Story | 1.0 | 2.0  | Get Involved

Story Selection & Creation

Click here

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From this page a biographer can start a new story, view all stories or edit stories they have written. Since Steven is signed in, all his stories are displayed as editable. 
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An In-Progress Biography (Distributed Biography 1.0) 

Story | 1.0 | 2.0  | Get Involved

Story Writing & Editing 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Editing or Creating a story is as easy as typing in this MS Word-like online editor. You can add the title, location, date as well as other types of data, or you can direct your efforts to writing and leave these extra fields blank. Stories are published simply by clicking the ‘Save Changes’ button. 
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An In-Progress Biography (Distributed Biography 1.0) 

Story | 1.0 | 2.0  | Get Involved

Biography Viewing: Text Cloud

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Viewing and navigating existing stories is done through this rather ominous cloud of tags. Each story is listed based on the meta data entered about it (title, location, date, ect.). Tags are ordered randomly so as to level the playing field for every account (giving no story precedence over any other story). For those that find the text-based tag cloud less than optimal there is also an image cloud (next slide). 
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An In-Progress Biography (Distributed Biography 1.0) 

Story | 1.0 | 2.0  | Get Involved

Biography Viewing: Image Cloud

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The image cloud pulls images from an open source database of over 230 million images based on their text keywords. This makes language-free navigation of content possible. Images are ordered randomly thereby giving no story a more central or privileged place in the image cloud. Clicking on any of these images leads to the story viewer. 
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An In-Progress Biography (Distributed Biography 1.0) 

Story | 1.0 | 2.0  | Get Involved

Biography Viewing: Image Cloud

Click here

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The image cloud pulls images from an open source database of over 230 million images based on their text keywords. This makes language-free navigation of content possible. Clicking on any of these images leads to the story viewer. 
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An In-Progress Biography (Distributed Biography 1.0) 

Story | 1.0 | 2.0  | Get Involved

Story Viewing & Navigation: 1 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The featured story shown in black text, nested within several other stories can vary in size from a paragraph to several pages. Navigation to other stories simply requires clicking the linked ellipses which follow each of the gray-text story previews.
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An In-Progress Biography (Distributed Biography 1.0) 

Story | 1.0 | 2.0  | Get Involved

Story Viewing & Navigation: 1 

Click here

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The featured story shown in black text, nested within several other stories can vary in size from a paragraph to several pages. Navigation to other stories simply requires clicking the linked ellipses which follow each of the gray-text story previews.
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An In-Progress Biography (Distributed Biography 1.0) 

Story | 1.0 | 2.0  | Get Involved

Story Viewing & Navigation: 2

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Clicking the ellipse brings this story into the center position while placing a new group of related stories around it. 
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It’s like a 
Chuck Close Painting

a single story

a collaborative biography

several stories

Reclaiming Relationships through Collaboration 

Artistic Metaphor

Story | 1.0 | 2.0  | Get Involved

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One way to think about Distributed Biography is via an artistic metaphor. Chuck Close is a painter who creates evocative images out of lots and lots of color squares. Individually these squares have a limited amount of meaning. Taken together however they add up to so much more. Likewise, the stories in a single biographical project can create an evocative/shifting image of an individual, experience, place or object. Each contributes a small fragment, a pixel of identity or understanding. 
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Don’t Give Me a Summary, Tell Me a Story

An In-Progress Biography (Distributed Biography 1.0)

A Vision for Distributed Biography 2.o

Whose Biography Will You Start?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our four main ideas or presentation sections. 
Our dissatisfaction in getting summaries when what we wanted was the stories/accounts of interactions that would let us come up with our own summaries/generalizations.
A tour of a biographical project already underway (screenshots from the working alpha/1.0 version).
What we see for the Beta Version of the Software. (We like what we have so far but we are not satisfied)
Our goal for the presentation: to get you thinking about whose biography you want to start.
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A Vision for Distributed Biography 2.o

Story | 1.0 | 2.0 | Get Involved

The Stories Images Let Us Tell

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Currently biographical projects are text based. We see a great advantage in adding the option of different forms of media. Images like this one of Steven’s childhood car (which looked similar to this one) not only represent an object visually but can spark memories about their history and that of those around them. When this car was purchased, sold, driven to Chicago on a dare, used to transport neighborhood kids to swimming lessons –all are stories which might emerge from this photo’s inclusion in the biography as both an artifact as well as a tool for remembering and connecting with other things, people and events. 
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A Vision for Distributed Biography 2.o

Story | 1.0 | 2.0 | Get Involved

The Other Side of  the Image

Christine had nothing 
on our grocery getter. 
Every time a charity 
would offer $300 for 
your old vehicle we 
would plead and beg to 
give ours to the worthy 
cause!!!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pictures are great but sometimes it’s the words on the back that tell more of the story / expand what it possible, in version 2.0 Distributed Biography will integrate images and text into the existing feature set. 
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A Vision for Distributed Biography 2.o

Story | 1.0 | 2.0 | Get Involved

Tagging & Partial Referencing

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Technologies like Flickr’s image tagging system allows us to think about ways images themselves might be used to navigate through biographies or parts of biographies –with each associated story getting a callout within the image / at the relevant part of it. 
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A Vision for Distributed Biography 2.o

Story | 1.0 | 2.0 | Get Involved

Phoning It In… 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Those who prefer the telephone to the computer will be able to phone in their stories, adding to the different ways of knowing, contributing and sharing experience. 

http://olmansju.edublogs.org/�
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A Vision for Distributed Biography 2.o

Story | 1.0 | 2.0 | Get Involved

Video Too

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Far from the final evolution of narrative, video is but one more tool or medium for telling stories / displaying stories about a biographical target. 
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A Vision for Distributed Biography 2.o

Story | 1.0 | 2.0 | Get Involved

Weaving it all together 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Text, audio, video, image and their interconnection make a biographical project in the Beta or 2.0 version something that, at its core tells partial stories in many ways, not to get to the core or quintessential of a person’s life or type of experience but rather to let the reader, the viewer, the listener to come to their own conclusions about who someone was, what some sort of experience is like, what a particular place means or how great that station wagon really was. 

http://olmansju.edublogs.org/�
http://flickr.com/photos/marybogdan/35935712/�
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A Vision for Distributed Biography 2.o

Story | 1.0 | 2.0 | Get Involved

Navigating Possibilities 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As the number of stories grow so does the number of connections between and among biographical projects, as does the number of ways we might display those projects –both textually and via –in this example- fractal images. 
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A Vision for Distributed Biography 2.o

Story | 1.0 | 2.0 | Get Involved

Getting There 

Version 1.0
(completed)

Version 2.0

Design / 
Redesign

35 50

Programming 260 1760

Testing 60 190

Implementation 25 100

*Denotes number of  hours of  collaborative planning, work or coding required/estimated

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To give you an idea of the time we have spent to date creating the Alpha (version 1.0) and what we estimate will be the necessary number of  hours required to complete a beta (version 2.0) we include this table. The resources used on the alpha were all in-kind/donated from within the Digital Spaces Working Group membership. While this may be the way we create the beta version as well, such a method would appear to be temporally infeasible. By taking the last 6 months to locate funding for the development of the beta version we have been able to work on conveying our project and message more clearly to a wider range of people. In addition to the RGK foundation, we have identified the Annenberg Foundation as well as the National Endowment for the Humanities’ Digital Initiatives arm as possible resource options. 
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Don’t Give Me a Summary, Tell Me a Story

An In-Progress Biography (Distributed Biography 1.0)

A Vision for Distributed Biography 2.o

Whose Biography Will You Start?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our four main ideas or presentation sections. 
Our dissatisfaction in getting summaries when what we wanted was the stories/accounts of interactions that would let us come up with our own summaries/generalizations.
A tour of a biographical project already underway (screenshots from the working alpha/1.0 version).
What we see for the Beta Version of the Software. 
Our goal for the presentation: to get you thinking about whose biography you want to start.

So how many people, places, objects or experiences have struck you as worthy of their own Distributed Biography project? 
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Who’s Biography Will You Start?

Story | 1.0 | 2.0  | Get Involved

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Are you thinking about a biography of you two pet baby hamsters? Your grandmother? An energetic nephew or grandson? Your old wood paneled station wagon? Or maybe something more abstract such as a first love or the feeling of being in love or some other emotion?
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Who’s Biography Will You Start?

Story | 1.0 | 2.0  | Get Involved

www.DistributedBiography.org

Justin Olmanson & Steven Greenstein
Digital Spaces Working Group: Rudy, Aaron, Laura, Curtis, Kevin, 

Stephanie, Steven B., Alan, Gina, Jacob, Justin, Steven G., Anthony…

The University of  Texas at Austin

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Whose biography will you start today?

http://distributedbiography.org/�
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